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H Aipvn Victoria eivon o amd Tig peyaldtepeg Muveg pe yYAvkd vepd otov mhavitn kot Bpi-
OKETOL GTO VYITEDO TNG OVOTOAMKNG APPIKNG avapesa otig yopeg Ovykdvta, Kévoa kot Tovio-
vio. H Alpvn vnpée o xdpog dafimong 1opdpov yopidv Le Kupilapyo To 101 TmV 0IKOYEVEIDY
Cichlidae, Clariidae ko1 Cyprinidae. Metd 1o 1950 sionyOnoav ta €10m Lates niloticus (Linnaeus
1758) ko Oreochromis niloticus (Linnaeus 1758) otn Apvn. Ta €idn avtd avartdydnkov to-
yototTo dexomAactdlovtag TNy oAMeLTIKN Topaymy o 20 ypovia, d10ovTag VEN OUKOVOUIKY|
dldotaon ot Mpvn Ko paydaio avdmtuén g mapoydag Lovneg. H évtovn vrepaiievon mov
EMOKOAOVONGE OVAYKOGE TIG EVOLOPEPOUEVES YDPESG VO GUVEPYAGTOVV GE £VO, KOO JOXEIPIOTIKO
TAAVO TV OAMEVTIKMY TOPM®V.

H epyacio vt mapovstalel 1o OGO S10)EIPIONG TOV TANPOPOPIDV TO OTOT0 TPOTAONKE
and 1o Ivetitovto Bardociog Bloloylag Kpntg kot £yve dektd and tov Tpiebvi Opyavioud
(Lake Victoria Fishery Organization) o omoiog €tvot EmQopTICUEVOS LE TNV EPAPUOYT TOV Ué-
POV dLoyelptons TV oAMELTIK®V TOpV TG Alpvng. TIpdketton yio £vo KOvoTOUO TEPIPEPEL-
0KO GUOGTNIO GVALOYAG TANPOPOPLDY OVAAVOTG KOl VITOGTNPIENG OMEVTIKOV  SIUXEPITTIKDV
OTOPACEWMV.

REGIONAL FISHERY MANAGEMENT SYSTEM FOR LAKE VICTORIA FISHERIES

A. Kapantagakis, J. Laurijsen & V. Valavanis
Institute of Marine Biology of Crete, P.O. Box 2214, Iraklio, 71003 Crete

Lake Victoria, one of the greatest fresh water lakes of the planet, is located in the highlands
of East Africa between Uganda, Kenya and Tanzania. The lake was the habitat of several spe-
cies and among them three species of the families Cichlidae, Clariidae and Cyprinidae were
dominant. After 1950, two species were introduced to the lake: Lates niloticus (Linnaeus 1758)
and Oreochromis niloticus (Linnaeus 1758). The rapid growth of those populations increased
the fishery production 20 times providing a new economic dimension to the lake and rapid de-
velopment of the coastal zone. The subsequent overfishing forced the stakeholding countries to
cooperate in a regional fishery management system for Lake Victoria’s fisheries.

In this context, IMBC proposed the establishment of a regional database management system,
which has been adopted by the Lake Victoria Fishery Organization, a regional body charged with
the application of a common fishery management. This paper describes this innovative system,
which serves as a data collection system as well as analysis and decision support system for the
lake fisheries.
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